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27.

Lifeline infrastructures are vital systems that support a nation’s economy and quality of life. Modern
economies rely on the ability to move goods, people, and information safely and reliably. Adding to
their importance is that many of the lifeline systems serve vital roles in disaster recovery.
Consequently, it is of the utmost importance to government, business, and the public at large that
the flow of services provided by a nation’s infrastructure continues unimpeded in the face of a
broad range of natural and technological hazards. The linkage between systems and services is
critical to any discussion of infrastructure. Although it is the performance of the hardware (i.e., the
highways, pipes, and transmission lines) that is of immediate concern following an earthquake, it is
actually the loss of services that these systems provide that is the real loss to the public. Therefore,

a high priority in protecting these systems from hazards is ensuring

D an early alarm system for economic crises

@ the durability and stability of transmission lines

@ the continuity, or at least the rapid restoration, of service
@ a prompt mobilization of experts for disaster control

(® the maintenance and expansion of lifeline systems

28.

Essentially the same structural forms of politics can nevertheless take on very different “flavors.”
For example, a dictatorship can, in theory, be brutal or benevolent; anarchy can, in theory, consist
of “mutual aid”or a “war of all against all” that proceeds in the absence of any rule of law
whatsoever; democracies can and typically are distinguished in terms of the extent to which they
are socially oriented as opposed to individualistically oriented. Thus, whatever our answer to the
“What is the best structural form of politics?” question, we still want to know what “flavor” this
structural form of politics ought to have since . Indeed, this is precisely why we vote
within a democratic structure: to determine the “flavor”we want that democratic structure to have.
[374]

(D voters ultimately determine a political structure

@ political structures, in fact, outweigh political “flavors”

@ the best structural form of politics is not easy to determine

@ political structure, by itself, does not determine political content

(® each structural form of politics must be valued independently
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Essentially the same structural forms of politics can

nevertheless take on very different “flavors.”
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