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Many sayings contain germs of truth, and some are indeed profound, but they aren’t reliable sources of knowledge
and can be (D misleading . For example, take the saying ‘You can’t teach an old dog new tricks’. This isn’t true
of all dogs, and certainly isn’t true of all human beings: there are many older people who are (2 capable of
making radical leaps in their ability. This is not to deny the effects of 3 ageing . The point is that what is
roughly true, that as we get older it becomes harder to learn new behaviour, is not true for everyone in every
respect. At most the saying captures the idea that it may be difficult to @ maintain the ways of an older person.
However, the saying implies that you can never teach any older person anything new, which is a hasty

generalisation and one which is fairly obviously B false.
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The point is that what is roughly true, that as we get older it becomes harder to learn new behaviour, is not true

for everyone in every respect.
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