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34. The so-called Mozart effect— listening to Mozart will
make vour child smarter — is a good example of

by the media

through hype not warranted by the research. It all started when

researchers reported that after exposure to a selection of
Mozart’s music. college students showed an inerease in spatial
reasoning for about 10 minutes on tasks like putting together
pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. Note first that the research was done
on college students. not infants. and that the effect was very
briet. In addition. no one’s been able to replicate the research.
The increase in spatial reasoning. 1t turns out. can be generated
by any auditory stimulation (e.g.. listening to a short story or
other types of music) that keeps people alert while being tested.
However. none of this has stopped eager parents — spurred on
by fantastic claims from unethical companies — from

purchasing Mozart CDs for their babies. [3% ]
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1) the bond between parents and children exaggerated

J) a genuine scientific innovation being discarded

4
(3) a scientific finding being| distorted

@) the correlation between reasoning and music being rejected
®

the convergence of music and physiology made possible
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33. Policymaking is seen to be more objective when experts
play a large role i the creation and implementation of the
policy. and when utilitarian rationality is the dominant value
that guides policy. Through the use of the scientific method to
determine the facts of any given policy situation. the power of
social constructions 1s supposedly diminished. and solutions to

social problems are discovered m an objective way. This

process creates an | illusion |of neutrality and implies a

transcendence of the pitfalls and mequalities commonly

associated with policymaking. From this perspective. scientists
and professionals emerge as the appropriate experts to be
consulted in policymaking, while local citizen mput and
knowledge is often viewed as unnecessary. Scientific and
professional policy design does not necessarily escape the
pitfalls of degenerative politics. Scientific and professional
expertise often relies on a particular type of knowledge that 1s
limited to utility and rationality considerations. This approach
to policy typically does not consider values and cultural factors
that cannot be measured empirically. Scientifically designed
policies can serve interests that run counter to the public
interest. They EE:]

+ transcendence: =%

(D use empirically proven theories to reflect locals” input

2 do stress cultural values rather than utilitarian ones

(@) may be free from the inequalities of policymaking

@) |can reinforce unequal and unjust relationships

(& reveal objective solutions to social problems
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